
   RSU 13 POLICY BB 

SCHOOL BOARD LEGAL STATUS AND ORGANIZATION 

Maine law places the responsibility for governance of public schools with a locally elected 
School Board of Directors.  RSU 13 derives its legal authority from the State Constitution, state 
statutes and regulations of the State Board of Education, as well as Federal laws and regulations. 

By custom and tradition, Directors also have responsibilities to the local citizenry which elects 
them to office. The Board is a policy-making body for the school unit, serving within the framework 
provided by law.  

Membership of the RSU13 Board shall be proportional to the populations of its constituent 
towns. Following reapportionment effective July 1, 2015, the Board shall have ten (10) members, 
five (5) from Rockland, two (2) from Thomaston, one (1) from Cushing, one (1) from Owls Head, 
and one (1) from South Thomaston. After the initial term arrangements, each Director will serve a 
three-year term. Interim vacancies will be filled by municipal officers.  

As required by law, Board members will cast weighted votes totaling 1000 based upon the 
adjusted census posted on the State of Maine website: 

The representation by municipality is as follows: 

Cushing 1 member 104 votes 

Owls Head 1 member 108 votes 

Rockland 5 members 98 votes each 

South Thomaston 1 member 107 votes 

Thomaston 2 members 95 votes each 

As part of the annual Board reorganization on the third Thursday in June, one director shall be 
elected to serve as Chair and one as Vice-chair. The chair shall preside at all meetings. In the absence 
of the Chair, the Vice-Chair shall assume the role of Acting Chair with all rights and responsibilities 
of the Chair contained therein. In the absence of the Chair and Vice-Chair, the Superintendent shall 
conduct an election of a Director to preside at the meeting. 

Approved:  11/5/15  

 


